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there is any one fundamental upon
I which all "gentleman sport" is built it

is that it shall he honest,
and clean.

yet. in the best-know- find greatest
of the year, in the world of American

sport the National Hor B

at .Madison Square Garden a fiit
was won by fraud the other day.

in front of the eyes of Mr.

Vanderbilt, who stood in the rinc.
official in charge that Wednesday

a horse was entered in one of the
competitions under a name not ii

in a class which it had no right to
in, pretending to be of an age win h

false and disqualified It And this
animal, masquerading as something

it was not. walked away with the
ribbon, tbe first prize in the class, by

and misrepresentation.
astonishing thing about it all is that

horse was entered from the stables
by Mr. Samuel M. Vauclain, the

president of tho BaldwinIxF Works, of Philadelphia, and
own granddaughter rode the animal,
it through its tricks and won the prize

it did not deserve and which was
stripped from it in disgrace

is more or less mystery
ihis extraordinary event which marked
Horse Show with a scandal which has

the talk of the social world and the
is not ycl.

public race tracks have always been
with gamblers' tricks. Many of

persons connected with the horses, the
the jockies and the bettiug ring

often professional crooks. And even
national sport of baseball has been

by crooked gamblers
one thing everybody believed
clean, the honorable competitions

their merits of the exhibits from the
of America's millionaires and great

leaders. It was upon this un
belief that the arena boxes at

Square Garden were filled morning,
and nlcht during Horse Show

with the same men and women of
and fashion who adorn the famous

shoe of boxes at the opera. It was
supposed that there would be any
likelihood of trickery or dishonesty
Madison Square Garden arena than

would be likelihood of Mrs Vander- -

bilt's stealing Mrs. Astor't Jewels at tho
opera.

The catalogue announced:
"Class 14S Ponies under saddle to be

judged at 2: 30 p, m . Wednesday. Ponies
mares or peldings, 12 hands and not ox
ceodlng 12 2, four years old or over. First
prize. ?"0; second prize, ?LT, "

There were fifteen horses entered In this
competition. The last one on the list was
entered from the Broadlawn Stable under
the name of "Little Fire Lady." four yean

On the pony's back sat Miss Patricia
Vauclain, grand daughter of Samuel M.
Vauclain, owner of ihc horse

But "Litlle Fire Lady" was none other
than a two-yea- r old filly, whose real name
was Mystery, one of Miss Patricia's pets
Little Fire Lady was what is known as a
"ringer" an old race-trac- k gambler'6
phrase.

When rumors of the fraud crept round
the Garden and reached the ears of the
officials of the Horse Show, an invesliga-- j

tion was immediately made and Patrick
O'Conuell, master of the Vauclain Stables,
was summoned and the evidence was dis-- I

covered of the trick. The prize was with- -

I drawn and awarded to Chestnut Blossom.
owned by Mrs. F. P. Garvan.

ii Who entered the d Mystery
j under Hie name of Little Fire Lady as a

fi mi year-old?
J Was it to the $50 prize money and
I perhaps some heavy betting'1 0 Connell,

the head of the stables, said it was "u
mistake."

Who else besides O'Conuell was a party
I to the trick? Horse Show officials, for the

sake of the good name of then annual
competition, mean to follow this thing to

I the end.
4 The officials of the Horse Show sent this

not ery pleasant letter to the Broadlawn
Stables:

"It has been brought to our notice that
our pony, Little Fire Lady, entered as a

four--S ear-ol- was shown in Classes US
j and lrjl and awarded the blue ribbon in

both classes. Investigation shows that
j this animal was less than four years old

and therefore not eligible. We bes to in- -

i torru you that our executive committee
i has decided to withdraw these blue ribbons

and prizes and not allow this pony to ba
.1 shown in any olher class at the show and
.3 in bring the matter to the attention of .the

other exhibitors in the
clar.ses in which the
pony was pntercd Fur-

thermore, the matter will
be laid before the Asso-

ciation of American
Horse Shows."

This is not the first
time the Vauclain horses
have stirred up trouble.
For a half dOBOB years or .V;

more horses from Broad:
lawn have been carrying
off pi::"S in the fashion- - 0uF
able shows in the name - 'lav-''
of the former Miss Con- -

r--

stance Vauclain. little
Miss Patricia's aunt, who iv--'- '

was married last June to
William II Hamilton, R f'-han-

k

clerk "Connie." as ifwu
she was familiarly
known, was the owner of
a "million-dolla- r stable"
when but eighteen years
of age. .

An interesting episode
is in the official records '
of tho famous Devon
Horse Show for the year
1916. when Constance
Vauclain flew into a fit
of race because one of
her horses, Lady Dllham,
was awarded a red rib-
bon. Constanco th'ught
the mare was entitled to
thoi blue and refused to
accept the award made
by the judges. Her re-
marks were so insulting
that the executive com-
mittee n o t i f i o d her

eflafl Anne Vauclain. that ff sho did not
apologize all her entrants would be barred
from further participation In the shot
Here Is the official statement of the inci-
dent made public at the time by William
T. Hunter, chairman of the Executive Com-
mittee for the Devon Horse Show:

"Of course, the Devon Horse Show Asso-
ciation could not allow Misa V iclnfn's
action to go unnoticed. Almost as soon
as she left the ring the Ladies' Day Ring
Committee went Into session. Miss V

horses were ordered out of the
ring and barred from further showing.
Mrs Dobson Altomus, tho chairman, was
in charge. The committee did not side
with Miss Vauclain and it would have gone
hard with her

"1 went out to see Miss Vauclain. who
was in tears over her defeat I told hor
what she fated and advised her to go anil
correct matters Finally she did so.
apologizing to Mi-- - Kdlth Hariimau. of
New York, the judge, and lo Mrs Altemua
'thus she accepted the red ribbon.' The
incident was most unfortunate."

Horse lovers in society also were stirred
only last year by the success of a Vauclain
horse, owned and entered by Constance, in
one of tin" indoor shows at Philadelphia.
It was the consensus of opinion that an
entry by Miss Isabella Wana maker was
Jar and away the superior of the Vauclain
horse. Instances are numerous of argn
inenta between Constance and the judges
over awards that did not place her entrle-- t

in the blue-ribbo- class.
When Constance married young Hamil-

ton last June she decided to withdraw
from horse showing She sold out her
stable in August.

In the meantime the Vauclain name has
been kept before the horse-lovin- public
through li ' tie Miss Patricia, who is a
mere child Siie has been showing the1
horses not disposed of by Constance, some
of which were brought for Patricia by her
.ndulgent grandfather, the president of tho
Baldwin Locomotive Works Philadelphia
competitors verify the statement of Sam-
uel M. Vauclain that he takes virtually no
interest in the stables other than to sign
whatever checks are necessary

When the action of the judges In Madi-
son Square Garden, in exposing the Vau-
clain "ringer" was called to Mr Vau-- t

Iain's attention he declined at first to dls
cuss the matter.

"I do not know anything about the Inci-
dent olher than what I have soon In the
newspapers' said Mr Vauclain. "1 am
not interested."

"Who made the entries for the National
Horse Show from your stables?" Vauclain
was asked.

"They were made by O'Connell. He has
been doing it for a number of vears and
I assume that he knows his business. 1

suppose he made a mistake."
"Haven't you asked him for an explana

tion?"
"Certainly not. Why should I? I am

r fax , A

Mr. Vauclain's Two - Year - Old
"Mysterious ' Who Masqueraded
as a Four - Year - Old Under the
Name of "Little Fire Lady." Miss
Patricia Vauclain, Who Rode the
Horse to Victory, Is Shown Stand-

ing Beside the Pony.

not Interested in the matter. I sec no
reason to take any action In the matter."

"But the charge has been made that a
ringer was introduced that he attompto I

to win by crookedness. Are vou going to
Investigate that?"

"No. I do not believe that anything
crooked has heen attempted. What Is
more likely is that the trainer may have
mado a mistake I have not asked for
O'Connell's resignation and I have no In-

tention of doing anything of tho kind "
Once before the Horse Show was Im-

posed upon, but on that occasion the trick
was played by a practical joker, who had
bet. that it was easy to fool the judges,
and the joker was prompt in revealing the
trick. Brian G. Hughes, one of the most
monumental jesters that this country has
ever known, and certainly the peer of any
New York ioker of all time, WM th thor
of the trick

In the days when electricity was sup-
planting the horse cars on tho streets of
New York. "B. G.," as he was called,

connected with the Horso Show
With tin' keen mind that saw the humor-
ous aspec t of irreverence, he realized that
horse-sho- judges, however expert. ar;
nothing more than human. And it oc-
curred to him that it would be a fitting ad-
dition lo the gaiety of nations to show up
th- grave and learned judges of horse
Qesh

So B. G. bought a horse that was no
lonspr fit to pull a Metropolitan street car,
even bougiit it as It was being led to

for S1 1. P.O. Ho shipped the ba'
of bones to Bnghtsides, his country place,
with theae instructions to tho coachman

"You take this horse, and groom him,
feed him, and massage him. and mani-

cure him and batiio him. and coddle Mm
as though lie were destined for Caligula's
stables, to feed on gilded oats. When he is
ralrly rearing and snorting with condition,
break him to saddle."

It was done. The ex-ca- r horse waxd
fat and spirited. Miss Clara Hughes. B.
t; ' daughter, rode the renovated steed
daily. And then came the Madison Square
Horse Show.

U (J. secured the finest, most conspicu-
ous stall. The stall was furnished with
every luxury that had ever been lavished
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Mrs. Gas-van'- s "Chestnut Blossom" with Master
Garvan in the Saddle.

on a horse, and a few more besides. And
over the door. In electric lights, was the
name of his entry :

"Puldeka Orphan, by Metropolitan, out
of Electricity."

Which name, spoken fast enough, should
reveal many things about the Hughes
entry. Evidently tho New Yorkers of that
day did not speak very fust.

For thousands of visitors trooped pat
the stall, with its liveried crooms standin
guard, and horse-wi- e people declared thai
an unknown saddle horse was about to
.sweep in all the honors iu its class

Puldeka Orphan competed with at least
twenty other horses aristocrats all on
the second day of the show. Miss Hughes
rode him. and controlled him it Is said, by
means of a bell under the saddle. When
she wanted him to go she ranj; the bell
twice. To stop, bhe rang tho bell once

And it was the boll that kopt Puldeka
Orphan from winning Most of his rivals
had been given the gate when the judnei
hoard tho bell They discovered that with-
out the old familiar car signal Puldeka
would not perform. And in their excite-
ment they must have said the name fast.

Grcnt llritnin R'shti KcscrrcO.

However that may be,
it was admitted at tho
time that it was not their
knowledge of horseflesh
that discovered Puldeka's
ignoble lineage and pre-
vious condition of servi-tud- f

But that was only a
'joke, and no one took it
seriously and no one was
injured unless it was a
learned judge or two. In
the present instance the
intent seems to have
neen more serious, and

the whole incident cannot be classed as a
Joke even a joko on the judges.

The cpuestlon that arises in the lavman's
mind at once is: How could tho Broad-law- n

Stables fool the judges? If the dif-
ference In the ponies was so slight that
Little Tiro Lady passed for a l

until the judges were told that she was
ounser, is not the whole matter merely

a technicality,, and shouldn't
Patrick O'Connell, the trainer, be given
credit for producing a youngster that couhl
compete with and excel ponies in theirprime? That question has nothing to do
with tho fraud

Now, hackneys mature somewhat quick-
ly. A of this type is closer in
conformation to a thaa many
other breeds would be. That fact helped
fool the judgos. Another thing was thoperfect training which Little Fire Lady
had received. This made her look like a
veteran of the show ring ruther than a
noi ice.

Hackneys as a type are used in harness
or under saddle an utility
breed. They were at the height of thoir
popularity in England about seventy years
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